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FOURTH SUNDAY
IN ORDINARY TIME
FEBRUARY 2, 2025

A light of revelation to the Gentiles,
and glory for your people Isracl. —k¢#18

LEARNING FROM SIMEON AND ANNA

The description of the Presentation,
like the rest of the stories about the
infancy of Jesus, was probably
shaped by the early liturgy of the
Christian movement. Other parts of
the gospel are based on more solid
information, such as sermons and
written traditions gathered by the
Gospel writers. There is no trace of
this “gathering” process in the infancy narratives, which
modern biblical scholarship now treats as edifying stories
which Matthew and Luke were inspired to write, to pro-
vide a spiritual background for the public ministry of Je-
sus. These infancy stories were carefully interspersed
with citations from the Jewish scriptures and are like mini
dramas written for the community and perhaps acted out
by children (just as the infancy narratives often are to-
day). They are not to be dismissed as pure fiction, but
should be respected for what they are: edifying stories
told to enshrine their faith in who and what they knew
Jesus to be. The elderly pair in today’s Gospel give voice
to the early Christian faith — and our faith too.

Mary and Joseph must have often pondered, as did
Simeon and Anna, wondering what destiny lay ahead for
their child. Like most parents, they probably had high
hopes for him, which are echoed in the words of Anna,
while the prophecy of Simeon contains a somewhat more
ominous tone.

Incidentally, the custom of blessing candles today
comes from an ancient Roman custom. The special loca-
tion (“station”) for celebrating today’s feast was a church
in the ruins of the Forum called Santa Maria in Foro and,
since it was in the dark of wintertime, the people used
lighted candles to find their way among the ruins. The
devotion to the baby Jesus, as the Light of the World, pre-
sents him as one who overcomes the darkness.

Both Simeon and Anna have something to show us
about how to receive the Lord. Simeon’s response on
meeting the infant Jesus was a hymn of praise to God. His
prayer is included in Compline, the church’s official night
prayer. Anna’s response was to speak about Jesus to oth-
ers, especially to those who were waiting for God’s help
in time of need. While Simeon worshipped, Anna bore
witness, calling others to Jesus.

Today’s feast invites us to welcome the Lord in pray-
er and in witness. We thank our loving God for the gift of
his Son, the light of the world. We share our joy with oth-
ers because the Lord who entered his temple has entered
our lives too. Today we learn from Simeon and Anna how
to welcome his gracious coming. - Internet

Today’s Readings: Mal 3:1-4; PS 24:7, 8, 9, 10; Heb
2:14-18; Lk 2:22-40
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TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION

When the custom of the stational liturgies was re-
vived in the city of Rome in the early days of the twenti-
eth century, the papal liturgy for Good Friday was appro-
priately housed in the stational church of Santa Croce in
Gerusalemme, the Holy Cross of Jerusalem.

The church is off the tourist track today, but true pil-
grims would never miss it. It stands on the grounds of the
Sessorian Palace, the home of the Empress St. Helena,
mother of Constantine. She dedicated her life to finding
the true cross of Christ in Jerusalem, and desired to found
a church in Rome for people who could not make the long
and dangerous trip to the Holy Land. Eventually, it came
to house relics of the cross. When the pope fled the city of
Rome for Avignon, the religious institutions of Rome col-
lapsed and the church was abandoned. Centuries later it
was given into the care of monks. Amazingly, it con-
cealed a forgotten treasure. In 1492 repairmen took down
a brick wall and discovered a niche with the inscription
“Title of the Cross,” and within, an ancient wooden tablet
on which was carved the inscription dictated by Pilate for
the cross of Christ in Hebrew, Latin, and Greek. No one is
certain that this is authentic, although its discovery was
enough to give the church great prestige among pilgrims.
The veneration of the relic of the cross located here was a
factor in shaping our restored Holy Week

—Rev. James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co

CANDLEMAS DAY AND THE GROMNICA
“THUNDER CANDLES"” IN POLAND
" The Candlemas Day is celebrated on Febru-
ary 2nd, and marks the end of a carnival
(zapusty). That day is also officially the last
day of the Christmas season and the last oc-
casion to sing the traditional carols together
| — also the day when all the remaining
Christmas decorations should be removed
(in Poland the Christmas trees are very often kept in hous-
es through January).

The important symbolic accessories connected to this
holiday is the “gromnica”, sacred candles carrying the
blessed fire. The name of these candles is derived from
the word grom (thunder). These candles are long and rela-
tively thick, often decorated with religious inscriptions
and images. In many Polish folk beliefs gromnica is com-
pared to a human, and its wick to a soul. It’s believed that
gromnica symbolizes the light of life, and the triumph of
soul and mind over body and flesh.

Each Christian household in Poland has at least one
of the ‘thunder candles’ stored carefully for this holiday
and other special occasions. They are always lit up for the
most important ceremonies such as Christening, First
Communion, Confirmation, Anointing and to guard in
times of peril. They are also lit up by a deathbed during a
vigil (czuwanie). — "Lamus Dworsk?

FIRST FRIDAY OF THE MONTH
FEBRUARY 7, 2025
Adoration of the Holy Sacrament
Until 10 am and 5 pm—9 pm
Mass at 8:30 am in English




Page 3

KOMENTARZ LITURGICZNY
Cykl A, Swieto Ofiarowania Panskiego
Czytania: M[ 3:1-4; PS 24:7, 8, 9, 10;
Hbr 2:14-18; £k 2:22-40

B Dzisiejsze §wicto jest
: wszystkim
wielkim pytaniem o
naszg religijng posta-
we. W pierwszym
Arzgdzie ma ona pole-

& - Jlga¢ na wiernym wy-
~ L @d = 7 4§ peianiu woli Boze;.
Maryja 1 Jozef to wspaniate przyktady osédb, ktore
zawsze stawialy si¢ na wezwanie Stworcy i przez cale
zycie wypetniaty Jego wole. Przybywajg — jak styszeli-
$my — do $wiatyni, bo Bog tak wyraznie zarzadzil, a oni
w woli Bozej sg zakochani i w niej poktadajg calg nadzie-
je. Swiety Lukasz podkresla az cztery razy, ze wszystko
wypehili wedlug Prawa Panskiego, a wiec postapili tak,
jak Bog polecit. Podobng postawe zaprezentowali takze
starzec Symeon i prorokini Anna.

Cztowieka winno cechowaé pragnienie zachowania
Prawa Panskiego kazdego dnia, w kazdej sekundzie. Zna-
ne jest powiedzenie: ,,Jak czlowiek zyje, tak si¢ modli”. |
odwrotnie: ,,Jak si¢ modli, tak zyje”. Czy wigc moja reli-
gijna postawa jest wielbieniem czy zniewazaniem Boga?
Czy chce wypetnia¢ Jego wole calym sercem i rzeczywi-
Scie si¢ w to angazuje¢, czy moze podchodze do niej wy-
biorczo, tak jak mi si¢ w danej chwili podoba? Odpo-
wiedz na te pytania kazdy z nas musi da¢ sam, kiedy pa-
trzy retrospektywnie na swoje zycie, jak i przez pryzmat
uczestnictwa we Mszy $w.

Prorok Malachiasz méwi o wej$ciu Boga do $wigtyni.
Uzywa stow bardzo znamiennych: ,,nagle przybedzie do
swej $wiatyni Pan, ktorego wy oczekujecie, i Aniot Przy-
mierza, ktoérego pragniecie” (Ml 3,1). Zas $w. Lukasz,
moéwigc o Symeonie, przedstawia go stowami: ,,A zyl w
Jerozolimie cztowiek imieniem Symeon. Byl to czlowiek
sprawiedliwy i1 pobozny, wyczekiwat pociechy Izraela, a
Duch Swiety spoczywat na nim” (Lk 2,25). Zatem dopie-
ro petnienie woli Bozej — we wszystkim i do konca — ro-
dzi wlasciwe pragnienia cztowieka. Bo jezeli naprawde
wypelniam wole Ojca Niebieskiego, to miedzy mna a
Nim rodzi si¢ wiez i bezkresna przestrzen pragnienia i
oczekiwania. Czy wigc naprawde jestem cziowiekiem
religijnym? Jakie sg moje pragnienia i oczekiwania? Cze-
go sie od Boga spodziewam? Czy w ogole si¢ czego$ spo-
dziewam?

Takie pragnienia mial Symeon. Nie dziwi wigc jego
obecnos¢ w swiatyni w chwili, gdy Jozef i Maryja wcho-
dza do niej z Jezusem. Wykonuje on istotny i najbardziej
sensowny gest: bierze Jezusa w swoje ramiona. Cztowiek
prawdziwie religijny przyjmuje Jezusa do serca zardwno
w czasie Eucharystii, jak i podczas modlitwy. Czyni to po
to, aby wraz z Nim i§¢ przez zycie. Autor Listu do He-
brajczykow pisze wspaniate stowa: ,,[Bog] nie aniotow
przygarnia, ale przygarnia potomstwo Abrahamo-
we” (Hbr 2,16). Wiemy, ze Abraham jest ojcem wierza-
cych, a wigc Bog przygarnia kazdego, kto wierzy. A na-

www.polishcenter.org

wet gdy kto§ nie wierzy i jest daleko od Niego, to On
wcigz go szuka i pragnie przygarngé do siebie. To jest tez
bardzo wazny element religijnej postawy. Czy dzi§ po
przebudzeniu pierwsza moja mysl byla skierowana ku
Bogu? Czy juz wowczas zapragnatem po6js¢ na Msze $w.,
a wigc na spotkanie ze Stworcg, ktory stale si¢ o mnie
troszczy?

Zrozumiatem, ze dzigki mito$ci Boga jestem otoczo-
ny Jego opieka, dlatego nie mogg nie przygarnaé Go do
serca. Wszak jestem spragniony Boga i przygotowany na
Jego przyjecie przez zachowywanie przykazan, rad i
wskazan oraz przez wielko$¢ pragnienia, oczekiwania i
spodziewania si¢. Tym zytem, idac do $wiatyni, tym zyje,
bedac w niej. Moja rado$¢ dojdzie do szczytu, kiedy Jezus
wezwie: Chodz! Bierz i jedz — to jest moje Ciato (por. Mt
26,26). Chce, aby§ Mnie wziat, tak jak wzigl Mnie wtedy
Symeon, i zeby$ ze Mna poszedl, tak jak on chodzit ze
Mng pelen Ducha Swictego. Dlatego wiedziat, kiedy i
gdzie ma przyj$¢ oraz co ma zrobié. Ja chcg wyjs¢ z Toba
poza drzwi $wiatyni 1 i8¢ dalej! Mam moc, by wspiera¢
ci¢ we wszystkim i poprowadzi¢ ci¢ zmiennymi drogami
twojego zycia — tymi pelnymi radosci, ale i bolesci, tymi
pewnymi i niepewnymi, zarowno kiedy Mi ufasz, jak i
wtedy, gdy budza si¢ w tobie watpliwosci. Mam moc
wszedzie ci¢ poprowadzi¢! Ale czy zechcesz zabra¢ Mnie
ze soba? Czy zechcesz Mi zaufaé, czy raczej bedziesz
dalej ufat sobie, swojej sile, inteligencji, przemyslnosci i
uktadaniu wszystkiego wedlug siebie? Je§li pdjdziesz
sam, to zawsze begdziesz bladzil! Jesli za§ pojdziemy ra-
zem, dojdziesz do celu.

Oto niesamowite zaproszenie, ktore Bog kieruje do
kazdego z nas. Tu nie chodzi o zamierzchtg historig, ktora
opowiada, ze Bog przygarnia potomstwo Abrahamowe,
ale o oczywistg prawde, ze On dzi§ mnie poszukuje, pra-
gnie, przygarnia i mituje zazdrosng mitoscig. Jaka jest
zatem moja odpowiedz? Czy wezmg Jezusa tak, jak wziat
Go Symeon? Czy bed¢ o Nim moéwilt wszystkim jak pro-
rokini Anna? Czy wezme¢ Go do swojego serca z takim
pragnieniem, oczekiwaniem, fascynacjg i szczeSciem jak
Symeon i Anna i — co najwazniejsze — czy przezyje z Je-
zusem nie tylko ten tydzien, ale cate zycie? Czy pozwole
Mu, aby mnie wcigz prowadzit, abym przychodzit na kaz-
da Eucharysti¢ bogatszy o to wszystko, co wspdlnie prze-
zylismy? Jezeli na to pozwolg, to umocni si¢ moja wier-
nos¢ 1 pragnienie Boga begdzie o wiele wigksze.

Oto caly sens tego $wicta, ktore dzisiaj przezywamy.
Bog, wprowadzajac swojego Syna do $wiatyni, wzbudza
w Maryi i1 Jozefie oraz w Symeonie i Annie wielkie zdzi-
wienie, ale tez napelnia ich rado$cia i ogromnym entuzja-
zmem. Oni nie pozostajg obojetni wobec tego, co si¢ do-
konuje, co zobaczyli i ustyszeli.

Pamictajmy, ze Bog wzgledem kazdego z nas ma
moc czynienia cudow! Czy jednak znajdzie On wiar¢ na

ziemi, gdy przyjdzie... = ke Kazk

PIERWSZY PIATEK MIESIACA
7 LUTEGO 2025 R.
/s Adoracja Najswigtszego Sakramentu
} 17:00—21:00
| Msza Sw. o godz. 19:30
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ST. THOMAS AQUINAS—28 JANUARY
Thomas was born during 1225 into a noble
. family, having relatives among the rulers of
| the Holy Roman Empire. At age five, Thom-
p P8 as was sent to study at Monte Cassino, the
AAAB | 2bbey founded by St. Benedict.

ot B The boy’s intellectual gifts and serious dis-

’J K § position impressed the monks, who urged his

8L father to place him in a university by the
"0/— time he was 10. At the University of Naples,
= he learned philosophy and rhetoric while
taking care to preserve his morals against corruption by other
students.

It is said that a hermit, before Thomas’ birth, told Theo-
dora that she would have a son who would enter the Domini-
can Order “and so great will be his learning and sanctity that
in his day no one will be found to equal him.” In his adoles-
cence, Thomas’ friendship with a holy Dominican inspired
him to join them.

His family, however, did not envision the brilliant young
man as a penniless and celibate preacher. His brothers kid-
napped him from the Dominicans, took him to the family’s
castle, and at one point even sent a woman to seduce him —
whom Thomas drove out by brandishing a poker from the
fireplace.

Under pressure from both the Pope and the Holy Roman
Emperor, Thomas’ brothers allowed him to escape from cap-
tivity. He traveled to Rome and received the Pope’s blessing
upon his vocation, which would soon take him to Paris to
study with the theologian later canonized as Saint Albert the
Great.

Thomas’ silent demeanor caused other students to nick-
name him “the Dumb Ox.” Albert, however, discovered that
the young man was a brilliant thinker, and proclaimed: “We
call him the Dumb Ox, but he will give such a bellow in
learning as will be heard all over the world.”

By the time he was 23, Thomas was teaching alongside
his mentor at the university of Cologne. During 1248, he
published his first commentaries on the pre-Christian Greek
philosopher Aristotle, whose insights on nature, logic, and
metaphysics would inform Thomas’ approach to Catholic
theology.

St. Thomas’ best-known achievements,, are his works of
theology. These include the Summa Contra Gentiles, the
Compendium Theologiae, and the great Summa Theologiae —
which was placed on the altar along with the Bible at the 16th
century Council of Trent for easy reference during discus-
sions.

In December 1273, however, the scholar proclaimed that
he could write no more, following a mystical experience in
which he said he had “seen things that make my writings
look like straw.” But he complied with a request to attend the
Council of Lyon to help reunite the Latin and Greek church-
es.

St. Thomas Aquinas died on March 7, 1274. His last
words were “Be assured that he who shall always walk faith-
fully in (God’s) presence, always ready to give him an ac-
count of all his actions, shall never be separated from him by
consenting to sin,”.

He was canonized in 1323, and made a Doctor of the
Church in 1567. In 1965, the Second Vatican Council taught
that seminarians should learn “under the guidance of St.
Thomas,” in order to “illumine the mysteries of salvation as
Completely as possible.” —thecatholictelegraph.com

www.polishcenter.org

SW. TOMASZ Z AKWINU — 28 STYCZNIA

urodzit si¢ w roku 1225 w rodzinie szlacheckiej, majacej
krewnych wsrod wiadcow Swigtego Cesarstwa Rzymskiego.
W wieku pieciu lat Tomasz zostal wystany na studia do
Monte Cassino, opactwa zatozonego przez sw. Benedykta.

Zdolnos¢ intelektualna i powazne usposobienie chtopca
wywarly wrazenie na mnichach, ktorzy namawiali ojca, aby
umiescit go na uniwersytecie, gdy miat 10 lat. Na Uniwersy-
tecie w Neapolu uczyt si¢ filozofii i retoryki, dbajac jedno-
czesénie o to, aby chroni¢ swoja moralnos$¢ przed zepsuciem
ze strony innych studenci.

Mowi sie, ze pustelnik jeszcze przed narodzinami Toma-
sza powiedzial Teodorze, ze bgdzie miala syna, ktory wstapi
do zakonu dominikanéw, ,,a jego wiedza i §wigtos¢ beda tak
wielkie, ze za jego czaséw nie begdzie nikogo, kto by mu do-
rownal”. W mtodosci przyjazn Tomasza ze Swigtym domini-
kaninem zainspirowata go do przylaczenia si¢ do nich.

Jednak jego rodzina nie wyobrazata sobie genialnego
miodego czlowieka jako kaznodziei zyjacego w celibacie i
bez srodkow do zycia. Bracia porwali go z rgk dominikanow,
zabrali na rodzinny zamek, a w pewnym momencie nawet
wystali, zeby go uwiodta kobieta — ktérag Tomasz wypedzit
wymachujac pogrzebaczem z kominka.

Pod naciskiem papieza i cesarza rzymskiego bracia To-
masza pozwolili mu uciec z niewoli. Udat si¢ do Rzymu i
otrzymal od papieza blogostawienstwo dla swego powotania,
ktore wkrotce przeniosto go do Paryza, aby studiowac u teo-
loga kanonizowanego p6zniej jako §w. Albert Wielki.

Cicha postawa Thomasa sprawita, ze inni uczniowie na-
dali mu przydomek ,,Gtupi Woét”. Albert jednak odkryt, Ze
mlody czlowiek byl blyskotliwym myslicielem i oznajmik:
»Nazywamy go Glupim Wotem, ale w nauce bedzie tak ry-
czeé, ze bedzie styszalny na catym $wiecie”.

W wieku 23 lat Thomas wyktadatl wraz ze swoim mento-
rem na uniwersytecie w Kolonii. W roku 1248 opublikowat
swoje pierwsze komentarze na temat przedchrzescijanskiego
greckiego filozofa Arystotelesa, ktorego spostrzezenia na
temat natury, logiki i metafizyki wplynely na podejscie To-
masza do teologii katolickiej.

Najbardziej znanymi osiggnigciami $w. Tomasza sg jego
dzieta teologiczne. Naleza do nich Summa Contra Gentiles,
Kompendium Teologiczne i wielka Summa Teologiae — kto-
ra zostata umieszczona na ottarzu wraz z Biblig podczas XVI
-wiecznego Soboru Trydenckiego, aby ulatwi¢ korzystanie z
niej podczas dyskusji.

Jednakze w grudniu 1273 roku uczony oswiadczyt, ze
nie moze juz pisa¢ po mistycznym doswiadczeniu, podczas
ktorego, jak stwierdzit, ,,widzial rzeczy, przez ktoére moje
pisma wygladaja jak stoma”. Spehit jednak prosbe o przyby-
cie na sobor w Lyonie, aby pom6c w ponownym zjednocze-
niu Kosciota facinskiego i greckiego.

Sw. Tomasz z Akwinu zmart 7 marca 1274 r. Jego ostat-
nie stowa brzmiaty: ,,Badz pewien, Ze ten, kto zawsze bedzie
wiernie postgpowal w obecnosci (Boga), zawsze gotowy
zda¢ Mu sprawe ze wszystkich swoich czyndéw, nigdy nie
zostanie od Niego oddzielony przez przyzwolenie na
grzech.”

Zostat kanonizowany w 1323 r., a w 1567 r. mianowany
doktorem Kosciota. W 1965 r. Sobor Watykanski II nauczat,
ze seminarzy$ci powinni uczy¢ si¢ ,,pod przewodnictwem
$w. Tomasza”, aby ,,w jak najpeliejszy sposob rozjasniac
tajemnice zbawienia”. mozliwy." —thecatholictelagraph.com
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SWIETA AGATA, DZIEWICA I MECZENNICA—5 LUTEGO

Agata (etymologicznie: "dobra") zwana Sycylijska
jest jedna z najbardziej czczonych w chrzescijanstwie
swigtych. Wiadomosci o niej mamy przede wszystkim w
aktach jej meczenstwa. W pierwszych wiekach chrzesci-
janstwa istnial bowiem zwyczaj, ze sporzadzano akta me-
czennikow; wigkszo$¢ z nich nie doczekata do naszych
czasow. Akta meczenstwa Agaty pochodza dopiero z V
wieku.

Wedhug opisu meczenstwa Agata urodzila si¢ w Kata-
nii na Sycylii ok. 235 r. Po przyjeciu chrztu postanowila
poswigci¢ sie Chrystusowi i zy¢ w dziewictwie. Jej wyjat-
kowa uroda zwrocita uwage Kwincjana, namiestnika Sy-
cylii. Zaproponowat jej matzenstwo. Agata odmowila,
wzbudzajac w odrzuconym senatorze nienawis¢ i pragnie-
nie zemsty. Trwaly wowczas prze§ladowania chrzescijan,
zarzadzone przez cesarza Decjusza. Kwincjan aresztowat
Agate. Probowal ja zniestawi¢ przez pozbawienie jej
dziewiczej niewinnosci, dlatego oddat ja pod opieke pew-
nej rozpustnej kobiety, imieniem Afrodyssa. Kiedy te za-
biegi spelzty na niczym, namiestnik skazal Agate na tor-
tury, podczas ktorych odcieto jej piersi. W tym czasie
miasto nawiedzilo trzgsienie ziemi, w ktorym zgingto
wielu pogan. Przerazony namiestnik nakazat zaprzestaé
mak, gdyz dostrzeg1 w tym kar¢ Boza. Ostatecznie Agata
poniosta $mier¢, rzucona na rozzarzone wegle, 5 lutego
251r.

Jej ciato chrzescijanie ztozyli w bezpiecznym miejscu
poza miastem. Papiez Symmachus (+514) wystawit ku jej
czci w Rzymie przy Via Aurelia okazatg bazylikg. Kolej-
na swiatyni¢ w Rzymie poswiecit jej sw. Grzegorz Wielki
w roku 593. Wreszcie papiez Grzegorz Il (+ 731) przy
bazylice §w. Chryzogona na Zatybrzu wystawil ku jej czci
trzeci rzymski koscidét. Dowodzi to wielkiej czci, jaka
otaczano jg w owych czasach. Obecnie cialo Agaty znaj—
duje si¢ w katedrze w Katanii. Wielkiej czci doznajq jej
relikwie, m.in. welon, dzieki ktéremu, jak niesie podanie,
Katania niejeden raz miala dozna¢ ocalenia.
W dzien $w. Agaty w niektorych okolicach poswieca sie
pieczywo, sol i wodg, ktore maja chroni¢ ludno$¢ od po-
zarow 1 piorunow. Poswigcone kawatki chleba wrzucano
do ognia, by wiatr odwrocit pozar w kierunku przeciw-
nym. W dniu jej pamigci karmiono bydlo poswigcong solg
i chlebem, by je uchroni¢ od zarazy. Sw. Agata jest pa-
tronka Sycylii, miasta Katanii oraz ludwisarzy. Wzywana
przez Kobiety karmigce oraz w chorobach piersi. —°rever=#!

ST. AGATHA, VIRGIN AND MARTYR

Agatha of Sicily (c.231 — 251 AD) is a Christian
saint. Agatha was born in Catania, part of the Roman
Province of Sicily, and was martyred c. 251. She is one of
several virgin martyrs who are commemorated by name
in the Canon of the Mass.

Agatha is the patron saint of Cata-
nia, Molise, Malta, San Marino, Gallipoli in Apu-
lia, and Zamarramala, a municipality of the Province of
Segovia in Spain. She is also the patron saint of breast
cancer patients, martyrs, wet nurses, bell-founders,
and bakers, and is invoked against fire, earthquakes, and
eruptions of Mount Etna. intemet

www.polishcenter.org

STS. PAUL MIKI AND COMPANIONS, MARTYRS—6 FEB

The Twenty-Six Martyrs of Japan were a group
of Catholics who were executed by crucifixion on Febru-
ary 5, 1597, in Nagasaki, Japan. Their martyrdom is espe-
cially significant in the history of the Catholic Church in
Japan.

A promising beginning to Catholic missions in Japan
— with perhaps as many as 300,000 Catholics by the end
of the 16th century — met complications from competition
between the missionary groups, political difficulty be-
tween Portugal and Spain and factions within the govern-
ment of Japan. Christianity was suppressed and it was
during this time that the 26 martyrs were executed. By
1630, Catholicism had been driven underground. When
Christian missionaries returned to Japan 250 years later,
they found a community of "hidden Catholics" that had
survived underground.

On August 15, 1549, the Jesuit fathers Francis Xavi-
er (later canonized by Gregory XV in 1622), Cosme de
Torres, and Juan Fernandez arrived in Kagoshima, Japan,
from Portugal with hopes of bringing Catholicism to Ja-
pan. On September 29, St. Francis Xavier visited Shimazu
Takahisa, the daimyo of Kagoshima, asking for permis-
sion to build the first Catholic mission in Japan.
The daimyo agreed in hopes of creating a trade relation-
ship with Europe.

The shogunate and the imperial government at first
supported the Catholic mission and the missionaries,
thinking that they would reduce the power of
the Buddhist monks and help trade with Spain and Portu-
gal. By the late 1500s, the government had begun to grow
wary of foreign influence; the shogunate was also con-
cerned about colonialism. The government increasingly
saw Catholicism as a threat, and started persecuting Cath-
olics. Christianity was banned and those Japanese who
refused to abandon their faith were killed.

In the aftermath of the San Felipe incident of 1596, 26
Catholics — four Spaniards, one Mexican, one Portuguese
from India (all of whom were Franciscan missionaries),
three Japanese Jesuits, and 17 Japanese members of
the Third Order of St. Francis, including three young boys
who served as altar boys for the missionary-priests —
were, on the orders of Toyotomi Hideyoshi, arrested in
January 1597, tortured, physically mutilated, and paraded
through villages across Japan, then on February 5, 1597,
executed by crucifixion, impaled with lances while tied to
crosses on a hill that overlooks Nagasaki city.

Miki was arrested and jailed with his fellow Catholics,
who were later forced to march 966 kilometers (600
miles) from Kyoto to Nagasaki; all the while singing
the Te Deum. On arriving in Nagasaki — which today has
the largest Catholic population in Japan — Miki had his
chest pierced with a lance while tied to a cross on 5 Feb-
ruary 1597.

He preached his last sermon from the cross, and it is
maintained that he forgave his executioners. Crucified
alongside him were Joan Soan (de Gotd) and Santiago
Kisai, also of the Society of Jesus; along with twenty-
three other clergy and laity, all of whom
were canonized by Pope Pius IX in 1862.
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SWIETO MATKI BOSKIEJ Z LOURDES
SAKRAMENT NAMASZCZENIA CHORYCH
Kosciot, ktory otrzymat od Pana
zadanie uzdrawiania chorych,
stara si¢ je wypetnia¢ zaré6wno
przez opieke, jaka otacza cho-
rych, jak i przez modlitwe wsta-
wiennicza, ktéra im towarzyszy.
Posiada on przede wszystkim
jeden specjalny Sakrament ustanowiony przez Chrystusa,
przeznaczony do umocnienia os6b dotknietych chorobag
(..) Stosowny czas na przyjecie Sakramentu Chorych za-
chodzi w wypadku choroby, a zwlaszcza gdy choremu
zagraza $mier¢ z powodu choroby lub staro$ci. Ten sam
wierny moze przyja¢ go powtornie, ilekro¢ jest potrzeba.
Istota celebracji tego Sakramentu jest przede wszystkim
namaszczenie czola i rak poswigconym olejem, oraz mo-
dlitwa kaptana, ktory prosi o specjalng taske tego Sakra-
mentu.

Sakrament Namaszczenia Chorych udziela specjalnej
taski, ktora jednoczy wewngtrznie chorego z mgka Chry-
stusa, dajac mu pocieszenie, pokdj, site, a takze przeba-
czenie grzechow, jesli chory nie mogt si¢ wyspowiadac,
Jesli taka jest wola Boza, Sakrament ten prowadzi niekie-
dy takze do ulgi w chorobie i uzdrowienia ciata. Sakra-
mentu Namaszczenia Chorych mogg udziela¢ tylko kapta-
Ili (blSkupl 1 prezbiterzy). - Kompendium Katechizmu Kos$c.Katolickiego.

OUR LADY OF LOURDES
SACRAMENT OF ANNOINTING OF THE SICK

The Church, which was commissioned by the Lord to
heal the sick, seeks to fulfill it both through her care for
the sick and through the prayer of intercession that ac-
companies them. Above all, it has one special sacrament
instituted by Christ, intended to strengthen those who are
sick (...). The appropriate time to receive the sacrament of
the sick is in the case of sickness, and especially when the
patient is in danger of dying from sickness or old age. The
same believer can accept him again whenever necessary.
The essence of the celebration of this Sacrament is pri-
marily the anointing of the forehead and hands with
blessed oil, and the prayer of the priest who asks for a
special grace of this Sacrament.

The Anointing of the Sick gives a special grace that
unites the sick person internally with the Passion of
Christ, giving him comfort, peace, strength, and for-
giveness of sins if the sick person could not go to confes-
sion. and heal the body. Only priests (bishops and priests)
can administer the Anointing of the Sick, —C@techism Compendium

On Saturday February 8th and Sun-
day February 9th there will an oppor-
tunity to receive the Sacrament of
Anointing of the Sick for those who are
in need of the sacrament.

W niedziele 13 lutego, na zakonczenie
mszy $w. bedzie mozliwos¢ otrzymania sakramentu na-
maszczenia chorych z okazji ,,Swiatowego Dnia Cho-
rych” dla tych ktorzy go potrzebuja.

www.polishcenter.org

Sr. M. Amadeo, RSM
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Pray for

Brooklyn Hamsley

Jacek Ozimski

Zofia Adamowicz Todd Hill Jarrod Paviak

Karen Arandona Tot Hoang Mirostawa Pawelczak
Rachel Arandona Dick Hoffman Anthony Palermo
Kyle Ardando Jackie Hoyt Jan Piwko

Sarah Arrizon Andrzej Hulisz Francis Ports
Andrzejek&Michael Ashline Marlena Hulisz Benito Ramirez
Avalon Asgari John Ibarra Jerry Ramirez

Anna Bagnowska Josephina learra Lourdes Rey
Wiestawa Barr Jadwiga Inglis Joan Ritchie

Jamie Barrett Leonard Jakubas Mickie Rizutto

Lois Barta Renee Jarecki Carlene Romeo
Pilar Bascope Ania Karwan Robert Rosecrans
Ronald Brozchinsky Katarzyna Gaska Henryk Ruchel

Paul Budai Larry Klementowski Elzbieta Rudziriska
Charlotte Frances Kimberly & Family Veronica Sequi
Gregorio Cabotaje Zbigniew Kostecki Debra Shewman
Edward Cacho Anent L. Maria Sowa

Dora Carrillo Mary Laning Jean & Mike Speakman
Peter Camacho Family Danuta Labu$ Matt Starbuck

Jean Carter Monique Chmielewska Mary Strazdas
Ashley&Connor Cooper Lehman Adrianne Swinford
Lacie Cooper Olli Marban Halina Szmit

Gina Cruz Marian Marek Grace Teodors
Jadwiga Cywiriska Anthony Martinez Teresa Turek

Sylvia Derby Antoinette Martinez Unbom Children
Adam Dolewski Amber Matrauga Kelsie Wagner
Zdzistaw Dolewski Gail Morganti Charlene Web

Joe Doud Jarostaw Musiat Bernadette Westphal
Mieczystaw Dutkowski Irene Nielsen Alicja Wilczyriska
Jacek Dzimski Monica Nava Patricia Yochum,
Edmund F. Dzwigalski Gloria Norton Janina&Henryk Zelazewscy
Grzegorz Gaska Jerry Nicassio Bogusia Zientek
Anita and Mike Gilkey Andrzej Niedojadio

WILDFIRE RELIEF/POMOC POGORZANOM

Bishop Vann, in collaboration with The Orange Cath-
olic Foundation, has established the HELP LA: Wildfire
Relief Fund to provide direct aid to parishes and minis-
tries in the Archdiocese of Los Angeles that are support-
ing those most affected by the devastating wildfires.

Our 2nd collections for 2 weekends will be designat-
ed for this important cause. God Bless for generosity!

Nasza druga zbiérka bedzie przeznaczona na ten waz-
ny cel przez 2 niedziele. Boz zaptaé za hojnosé!

S

MASS

SPONSORED BY THE ORDER OF MALTA

Saturday, February 8, 2025
-| O . O O AM Christ Cathedral:

13280 Chapman Avenue
Garden Grove CA 92840
INCLUDING THE SACRAMENTAL RITE OF THE ANOINTING OF THE SICK
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Sat2/1  4:00 pm For the intention of the Polish Center Community
Sun2/2 8:00am FIRST SATURDAY DEVOTION MASS
9:30 am +Shelley M. Koester on her recent passing
from Dolores Scott
10:30 am +Czestaw Turek od Zony z rodzing
+J0zef Garczek w 3 rocznice $mierci od corki Czestawy
O Boze bfogostawienistwo i zdrowie dla Marii Wrzesien
+Zofia Kopydiowska od corki Grazyny
+Jozefa Orzechowska i +Leokadia Gaudyn od rodziny
FIRST FRIDAY OF THE MONTH
Fri2/7 830 am +Kevin Starbuck and +Nick Wilson from their family
7:30 pm Za wszystkich parafian Polskiego Centrum
Sat2/8  4:.00 pm +Dan Dakota and +Marion DeVoe
from Armando and Sandy
Sun2/9 9:00 am For the intention of the Polish Center Community
10:30 am +Maria i +Bolestaw Niedojadto, +Joanna i +Wincenty
Boryczko, +Anna i Marian Niedojadto
od rodziny Niedojadfo
+Janina i +Jan Kosatko od syna z rodzing
+Remiguisz Czakajda od przyjaciot
+Marek Barttomowicz w 1 rocznice Smierci
od zony z rodzing
Sat2/15 4:00 pm +Barbara Woolfolk from her family
+Bill Davis on anniversary of his passing
from the Davis family
Sat 2/16  9:00 am For the intention of the Polish Center Community
10:30 am +Krzysztof Kowalski w 14 rocznice $mierci
od zony i corki z rodzing

Cena biletu $90 od osoby

w cenie wy$mienity obiad przygotowany przez Pania Terese,
stét biesiadny, domowe wypieki i zabawa przy dobrej muzyce DJ Lukasz

Informacje i zakup biletow u Kasi 562. 381. 4294
Zabawa dla 0s6b powyzej 21 lat, daycare $30 od dziecka.

Caly dochéd pr

NOTE OF APPRECIATION FROM TONY KRAWCZAK
mam To the Polish Center community,
| thank you and dzigkuje, so much
| for making last Saturday, Janu-
- ary 25, so special. I am so proud
N to say that I enjoyed being an
active member of this great com-
munity during the past 38 years.
—Tony Krawczak

Again thank you!

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES

Sunday: The Presentation of the Lord
Monday:  St.Blaise, Bishop and Martyr
Tuesday:  St. Theophilus the Penitent

Wednesday: St. Agatha, Virgin and Martyr

Thursday: Sts. Paul Miki and Companions, Martyrs
Friday: St. Richard

Saturday:  St. Jerome Emiliani

Sunday: St. Alexander

A VOCATION VIEW:

Jesus, the King of glory, yet like us in all
things but sin, comes to His temple to be a
light for all the nations. God calls us to do the
same. DIVINE WORD MISSIONARIES-
SISTERS SERVANTS OF THE HOLY
SPIRIT 800-553-3321

RECYCLING PROGRAM
The Knights of Columbus Council #9599 will have
their next recycling drive on February 8th and 9th be-
fore and after all the Masses. The Knights will accept
only aluminum beverage cans and plastic water and bev-
erage bottles, please no glass. A recycling AN
station will be set up in the south-west corner X
of the main parking lot. A Knight will be
there to direct and help with your load.

Director: Fr. Zbigniew Frgszczak, SVD

Deacon: Dn. Jim Merle

Office Manager: Kathie Kudlo

Secretary: Iwona Zajkowska-Kubat
Office Hours:

Tue/Thu 12:00 noon—4:00 pm

Sat 12:00 noon—4.:00 pm

Sun 9:30 am —2:00 pm

Baptisms, Marriages, Funerals by appointment

Aollectiorr=

THANK YOU/DZIEKUJE FOR YOUR GENEROSITY
First Second
01/18 & 01/19/2025  § 8,450.00 § 3,030.00
God bless for your generosity!

FOR INFORMATION ABOUT THIS BULLETIN:
Please call the Center office at 714-996-8161
for Mass Intentions, Pray For The Sick, etc.

Bulletin Editor:

Piotr Czarnecki — czarnep@gmail.com

Mass Schedule:

Saturday Vigil Mass: 4:00 pm - English

Sunday Masses: 7:15 am - Latin
9:00 am - English

10:30 am - Polish
First Friday Masses: 8:30 am - English

7:30 pm - Polish
Confession before each Mass




